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Town of West Bridgewater 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MacDonald - Brown Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

 3 March 2020 

Minutes 

 

6:30 PM Chairman Tim Hay (TH) open the meeting with Commissioners Lee Anderson (LA), Steve Winters 

(SW) and Moe McCarthy (MM) present. Conservation Agent John DeLano (JD) took notes for Secretary Kitty 

Doherty to transcribe. The meeting was videoed for later cable release, and residents signed the log sheet.  

• SW / MM motioned to approve the minutes for 18 February 2020 as presented, so voted.   

 

New Public Hearings:  

 

5 Manley Street; General Stormwater Management Permit / James Rader 

 

Chairman Hay read the General Stormwater Management Permit Public Hearing announcement into the record and 

Consultant Don Bracken presented information regarding this request for 5 Manley Street.  This previously disturbed, 

34 - acre site had been subjected to dirt bike and ATV activity.  It has bordering vegetative wetlands to the north and 

west, and an Isolated Wetland Subject to Flooding in the center of the site.  There is an existing Order of Conditions for 

the project.  The property owner now wishes to modify the original proposal with an addition to the warehouse and by 

creating a larger parking area.  This modification will be submitted at a later date. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention 

Report was included in the original NOI filing.    

 

Agent John DeLano was content with information regarding the original project that is covered under the existing Order 

of Conditions, and said that tonight’s public hearing was needed in order to issue a Stormwater Management Permit.  

Modifications to the original submission will need a separate request to amend that Order of Conditions.  The applicant 

also will file for an Extension to the OOC.  

• MM / SW motioned to close the PH, so voted.  

• MM / SW motioned to issue the general SWMP, so voted.  

 

 

Continued Public Hearings:  

 

436 West Street; Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (SE 328 - 785) E.T. Engineering / Paul Noonan  

           to verify wetland delineation  

Agent DeLano reviewed conversation from the previous meeting where Engineer Azu Etoniru had explained the 

meaning of various colored lines.  JD listed the flag numbers on the plan that the applicant wanted approved on the 

ANRAD.  Discussion ensued: TH brought up the fact that no compensatory area had been set aside for the 100 yr. flood 

plain, and that an additional fee for the delineation is still due.  

• SW / MM motioned to close the public hearing, so voted.  

• LA / MM motioned to issue an ORAD, not to be released until the remaining fee is submitted; so voted.  
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Other: 

 

JD announced that the Community Preservation Committee was preparing a grant application in order to have a 

professional engineering study done on Skim Milk Bridge on the Town River and to make an application to put the site 

on the National Historic Register.  The consensus of the conservation commission is in support of this grant proposal. 

 

 

JD spoke about the need for the town to set aside dedicated parcels of land to provide mitigation for DEP’s approval of 

an increase in water withdrawal for the town’s aquifer.  Two drawings that were sent in for the commission to review 

tonight depict the location of JD’s suggestion. These drawings depict 3 town-owned lots on South Elm Street that the 

town might be able to designate in perpetuity as Aquifer Recharge Mitigation. The parcels are identified as Map 66, 

Lot1; Map 59, Lot 13; and Map 59, Lot 14.  This designation could satisfy DEP in allowing the town to increase water 

withdrawal requirements.  Further discussion on this matter will be on the next conservation commission agenda. 

 

• MM / SW motioned to approve assigning Conservation Land, Map 66, Lot 1; Map 59, Lot13; and Map 59, Lot 14, 

into a MASSDEP Water Management Plan mitigating withdrawals on behalf of the Water Department in perpetuity, so 

voted.  

 

 

JD shared that the Annual MACC Conference at Holy Cross was well attended. 

 

 

Administrative discussions:   

Vits Way;  Minor Project Change (SE 328 - 745);  Enterprise Rent -A – Car    Scott Rogers from Holmgren 

Engineering spoke with  the commission concerning this request for a minor project change.  Two – thirds of the 

originally proposed project is completed.  The company would like to replace a proposed earthen berm in several 

locations relative to the stormwater management basin system immediately westerly of and parallel to Vits Way.  

They need to widen the roadway so large vehicle transport trailers can maneuver into and out of the site.  Scott 

Rogers noted that the basin would remain but they want to replace the berm with an engineered concrete block 

wall.  The result would leave more room on the Vits Way side of the system. JD supported the idea and 

recommended a minor project change.  

• MM / SW motioned to issue a minor project change approval, so voted.  

 

Seeing no further business, TH asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion was made by SW and seconded by LA to adjourn 

at 6:59 PM.  

 

Respectfully submitted, from notes taken from the cable TV video and comments from Agent Delano,  

 

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 

Minutes accepted 7 April 2020 remote Google Meet 
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